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ABSTRACT 



This guidebook provides basic information to assist charter 



schools in accessing the federal programs and resources available to them. 

The programs represented in this guide are those that are commonly considered 
the most beneficial to charter schools. Most of the programs are administered 
directly by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). Chapter 1 provides a brief 
overview of ED, the Public Charter Schools Program, and the processes 
involved in applying for federal education funds; it contains examples of 
charter schools that have used federal funding. This chapter also describes 
sources of information on federal programs and provides overviews of the ED, 
the Public Charter School Program, the federal -funding process, variations in 
state laws and legal status of charter schools, responsibilities of utilizing 
federal funds, federal waivers, and federal legislation. Chapter 2 contains a 
matrix that introduces the 25 selected federal programs, including those that 
affect underserved students, school reform, and professional development, 
followed by indepth profiles and contacts for each of these programs. Chapter 
3 describes other ED initiatives related to charter schools, and chapter 4 
contains information for federally funded technical -assistance providers and 
other resources. Information for official state department of education 
contacts is provided in the appendix. (RJM) 
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Chapter 1 — Introduction 



About this Guidebook 

This guidebook provides, in compact form, some basic information to assist charter schools in accessing the 
federal programs and resources available to them. Not all federal programs available to charter schools are 
represented in this guide. The programs selected are those that are commonly considered the most beneficial 
to charter schools. Most of the selected programs are administered directly by the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED). Whenever possible, information about a federal program is provided with the unique 
circumstances and flexibility of charter schools in mind. 

The primary purpose of this document is to provide brief and helpful guidance. It creates no new rights or 
responsibilities. Given the legal complexity of many of these programs, readers must consult the full text of 
statutes, regulations, and relevant case law for specific requirements. In addition, state departments of 
education should also be consulted for additional information and assistance concerning state rules and 
regulations that may apply to the administration of federal funds. 

The guidebook is organized as follows: 

• Chapter 1: provides a brief overview of ED, the Public Charter Schools Program, and the process 
involved in applying for federal education funds; it also contains examples of charter schools that 
have used federal funding in innovative ways; 

• Chapter 2: contains a matrix which introduces the 25 selected federal programs, followed by in- 
depth profiles and contact information for each of these programs; 

• Chapter 3: describes other ED initiatives related specifically to charter schools; 

• Chapter 4: contains contact information for federally funded technical assistance providers and 
other resources. 

• Appendix: contains information for official state department of education contacts. 

Other Sources of Information on Federal Programs 

The information for this guidebook draws from several other more extensive sources of information. For a 
comprehensive overview of all the programs offered by each of the federal agencies, see The Catalog of Federal 
Domestic Assistance (CFDA). 1 Upcoming competitions for all federal grant programs, whether in ED or other 



1 This catalog provides a wealth of information on such topics as the organizational structure of federal agencies and grant proposals. 
For more information, please visit (http://www.gsa.gov/fdac/queryfdac.htm). The catalog can be ordered through the Government 
Printing Office (GPO) by calling (202) 708-5126) or visit their home page at (http://www.access.gpo.gov/index.html). 



Chapter 1 — Introduction 



7 



i 



